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Calendar Highlights
Legislative Interviews and Chili
Luncheon –
Saturday, January14th
Program 10:00am
Luncheon at 11:30
Racial Discrimination in Our
Criminal Justice System Thursday, February 16 7:00pm
St. Louis Park City Hall
Preparation: read either The New Jim
Crow by Michelle Alexander or Just
Mercy by Bryan Stevenson
(Reading - Optional)

What’s Inside…
• President’s Message
• What’s Going on in the
Legislature?
• Equity and Inclusion
• The New Jim Crow – book review
• A Dialogue on Healthcare
• Observer Reports
• Calendar
• Join LWV SLP!

LWV Mission Statement

LWV, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through
education and advocacy
www.lwvslp.org
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Hello Fellow Leaguers
It’s Time To Ring In The New Year Cheer! In my email inbox today, I received emails to help
me lose weight, be calmer, save money, earn more money and have more fun. LOL (Laugh
Out Loud). Of course there is a small price to each miracle.
May the miracles of 2017 bless you and your family all year long.
Thank you to Shelley, Barb, Judy, Dorothy, Eilseen and Deb for wrapping books at Barnes
and Noble. We earned almost $300 that will go toward our scholarship fund. Our Lively
Issues Unit meeting was well attended. We shared some great appetizers and lots of lively
conversation. Thank you to everyone who was able to attend.
Our Legislative Interview and Chili Lunch is scheduled for Saturday, January 14. We will
begin at 10 am and eat lunch around 11:30.
On February 16, Betty, Shelley and Judy will lead us in a discussion in Racial Discrimination
in our Criminal Justice System. We recommend preparing for this discussion by reading
Just Mercy or The New Jim Crow, or review the book reviews in The Voter.
Your help needed:
We need some help being an Observer at the School Board Meetings and City Council
Meetings.
Please contact Betty Shaw if you can donate a couple of hours. Our presence is noticed
and appreciated.
Stay Warm.
Cheers,
Deb Brinkman
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Highlights from the December Board Meeting
*Reviewed the November activities, LWVDC Statehood Presentation, Kids Voting
Presentation to the School Board, and the CEAC Meeting.
*Finalized plans for the Lively Issues Unit Meeting. We moved it to City Hall to make it easier
for everyone to attend.
*Reviewed progress on the Legislative Interviews and chili lunch
*Discussed several ideas for the February Unit meeting, Racial Discrimination in our Criminal
Justice System.
*Reviewed dates and times for the Book Wrapping Fund Raising at Barnes and Noble
*Discussed several other ideas for meetings including: Strategies for fact checking, How to
find legitimate news, Health care, Fair Vote update, Ranked choice voting, Counterpart to
ALEC, Education and Dyslexia
•
Deb Brinkman
President, LWV St. Louis Park
www.lwvslp.org

Educate. Advocate. Reform.
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Peggy Flanagan, Minnesota House of Representatives,46A
Cheryl Youakim Minnesota House of Representatives, 46Bl

Ron Latz
Senate-Minnesota Legislator, 46
Legislative Interviews and Chili Luncheon
One of our favorite Programs of the year
10:00am program 11:30 Chili Luncheon
We will have some specific questions that we will want to ask our legislators, but the tone in
informal. We want to know what is happening at the legislature, but also what roles and
stands our legislators hold. It is interesting to know what bills that they have sponsored and
what are their priorities. Come to learn and with an appetite. This is an open meeting so bring
your friends.
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Racial Discrimination in Our Criminal Justice System
At all levels of the League of Women Voters – National, State, and Local, there is a concern for
equity and inclusion for all. Though the League is nonpartisan and never support particular
candidates or parties, the League has taken a stand on many important issues. Systemic
discrimination in any area leads to diminishing of the vote. There is a much higher percentage
of nonwhites that are in trouble or are treated unjustly within the law. One of the big themes
of recent strategic planning by the League is how equity and inclusion for all affects our
community. Those that are white have been born into a society that has assumed that what is
normal to them is universal and that other races and ethnicities need to be helped and learn
how to better exist in this society. This system has been called white privilege. When we
understand that we can then identify actions that can be taken to increase the participation of
all in our communities and in the League. In February our unit meeting will focus, therefore,
will be on the criminal justice system. In March, the unit meeting will look at equity and
inclusion as it applies to education.
In order to guide the discussion of this important topic, we are going to use 2 books as a basis
for questions for discussion.

Just Mercy, A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stephenson c. 2014 Spiegel &
Grau NY

The New Jim Crow, Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle
Alexander c. 2012 The New Press NY
However, one does not need to have read either of the books to participate. It would be more
interesting and helpful if as many could read one or the other. They are both just over 300
pages long. They are easy to get at the library, or purchase old fashioned paper copy or an ebook version. (The Kindle version of The New Jim Crow is $3.99 at Amazon)
Shelley Colvin wrote a review of Just Mercy in the October edition of the Voter. Both will be reprinted in the February edition of the Voter.
Betty Shaw wrote a review of The New Jim Crow. This review follows:
The New Jim Crow is arguably the most important and influential book on race relations since
C. Vann Woodward’s 1955 book, The Strange Career of Jim Crow.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS ST. LOUIS PARK

JANUARY 2017

The well documented thesis of this book is “We have not ended racial caste in America; we
have merely redesigned it.” When Alexander became director of the Racial Justice Project for
the ACLU, she “assumed that the criminal justice system had problems of racial
bias…associated with conscious and unconscious bias.” While working for the ACLU she came
to see that mass incarceration, beginning with Reagan’s War on Drugs, which was a stunningly
comprehensive and well disguised system of radicalized social control that functions in a
manner strikingly similar to Jim Crow.
Reagan declared a War on Drugs in 1982 before crack cocaine had become an issue in black
communities. A few years later crack began to spread in poor communities. In 1985 Reagan
hired staff to publicize the emergence of crack cocaine to support his War on Drugs. This
media campaign was very effective in raising fear of ‘crack babies’ and crime ridden black
communities full of people hooked on crack.
From the outset stories circulated that the CIA was bringing cocaine and other drugs into black
neighborhoods. In 1988 the CIA admitted that it had blocked law enforcement efforts to
investigate illegal drug networks. That was because they were helping to fund the covert war
against the Contras in Nicaragua.
The War on Drugs began at a time when illegal use was in decline, but arrests and convictions
skyrocketed, especially among people of color. The War on Drugs turned into a war on crime,
fought primarily in poor communities of color, despite the fact that the rate of drug use and
the sellers of drugs were remarkablly similar for people of all colors. The US imprisons a larger
percentage if its black population than South Africa did in the height of apartheid. In some
states black men have been imprisoned on drug charges at rates 20 to 50 times greater than
those of white men. In major cities as many as 80% of young African American men have
criminal records and are thus subject to legalized discrimination for the rest of their lives.
Submitted by Betty Shaw
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Email from Greg Giddon, St. Louis Park Library
This is the Dialogue on Health Care that was supposed to take place on 11-10-16. LWV
SLP has collaborated with the St. Louis Park Library on a series of discussions. This one
looks to be especially interesting and current. It is good that the discussion was able to be
re-scheduled.
Greg’s emailHello,
I want to make sure you know that our next Dialogue, Health Care: How Can We Reduce
Costs and Still Get the Care We Need?, is Tuesday, Jan. 31, 6-8PM at the St Louis Park
Library. There are still spaces available and we’d love to have you attend. If you have
friends, neighbors, or family whose perspectives would broaden our dialogue, please invite
them to join us. Registration is available here.
Hoping to see you then!
Greg Gidden
Associate Librarian
Hennepin County Library - St Louis Park
(612)543-6143
ggidden@hclib.org
Pick up a pamphlet at the library that gives you a head start on the discussion.
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Observer Report
City Council Meeting December 5, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm. All members were in attendance.
There was a presentation of the Community Emergency Response Team. There
are now 31 members and it continues to grow. The minutes of two special study sessions
and two city council meetings were approved with changes. The agenda and items on
the consent calendar were also approved.
At the Public Hearing for the 2017 Proposed Budget, Tax Levy and Truth in
Taxation, one resident spoke to the constantly rising levies. Tim Simon noted that overall it
will increase 5.8%. Some residents will go up and some will be reduced. There was no other
formal action required.
Traffic Study No. 671- Installation of Stop Signs on Natchez Avenue at 31st Street was
discussed and approved. The engineer indicated that the site does not qualify for traffic
control. Several residents petitioned in response. Several residents spoke to support the
need for control. The Motion was approved unanimously. Members of the Council thanked
residents for getting engaged.
Communications included STEP Holiday Train, the ROC is open for skating, Perspectives is
hosting a toy drive, and Tom Friedman’s book called Thank You for Being Late has been
published. It includes references to Tom’s growing up in St. Louis Park.
The meeting adjourned.
Submitted by Deb Brinkman
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OFFICERS:
President: Deb Brinkman
Vice President: Debbie Blake
Secretary: Open
Treasurer: Judy Cook
Board of Directors:
Betty Shaw: Observer Reports
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Social Media: Heidi Stulberg
Voter Service: Eilseen Knisley
Public Relations: Judy Cook
Membership: Barb Person
West Metro Liaison: Barb Person
CMAL Liaison: Shelley Colvin
Voter Editor: Shelley Colvin

YES! I WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ST. LOUIS PARK
Name (Family Member #1): ______________________________________________
Name (Family Member #2): ______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________ State: _____

Zip ________________

Phone:____________________ Email:__________________________
Make checks payable to LWV SLP
and send check & this form to:

Membership Dues
(a portion of dues are now tax deductibe)
Single active Attending Member

$55.00

Supporting/Member-at-Large
Family Membership
(2 or more in single household)

$60.00
$70.00

Barb Person, Membership Chair
2049 Utah Avenue South
St. Louis Park, MN 55426
952/546-3490
barbperson2049@gmail.com

Address Correction Requested

Deb Brinkman, President
lwvslp@gmail.com
Shelley Colvin, Editor
lwvslp@gmail.com
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