LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS ST. LOUIS PARK

Candidate Forum – Thurs., Oct. 13, 2016
7:00PM at the St. Louis Park City Hall
Senate District 46
Ron Latz- DFL, running unopposed
State Representative District 46A
Anne Taylor- GOP
Peggy Flanagan- DFL
State Representative District 46B
Cheryl Youakim- DFL
Bryon Bjornson- GOP
November Unit Meeting – Thurs. Nov. 17th
How Does St. Louis Park Address
Equity, Inclusion?

OCTOBER 2016

 President’s Message
 Kids Voting (We need
Volunteers!)
 The Election
 Fall Harvest - SEEDS
 Dialogues in the Park –
Collaboration with Library
 Sept. Meeting &
Registering Voters
 A Book Review
 Observer Reports
 Calendar
 Join LWV SLP!

LWV Mission Statement
LWV, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through
education and advocacy
www.lwvslp.org
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Hello Fellow Leaguers!
Did you vote yet? It is on my ‘To Do’ List for this week. My son is moving to Seattle in the next couple of
weeks and I reminded him to vote before he leaves.
Thank you to everyone who has helped with voter service requests. We want to make it as easy for people to
vote as we can.
Thank you to those who have already signed up to help with Kids Voting on Election Day. We have many
spots still open. The Kids Voting Team, will be in the SLP Homecoming Parade on Friday, (10-7-16) If you are
interested in walking around the block ‘stickering’ people with ‘I Will Vote’ stickers, please join us at 5 pm at
the high school lot by the railroad tracks. If you subscribe to the St. Louis Park Magazine, there is a Kids
Voting article – check it out!
There are a couple of interesting meetings this week that are hosted by other Leagues.
If you go to www.LWVMN.org and click on ‘Events’ you will see events listed for all the local Leagues.
I hope to see you at our Candidate Forum on October 13!
Highlights from the September Board Meeting
*Reviewed activities of the previous month
*Discussed a couple of fund raising ideas
*Deb handed out business cards to everyone in attendance
*We now have 34 members
*Remember to ‘Like’ our Facebook page
Deb Brinkman
President, LWV St. Louis Park
www.lwvslp.org

Educate. Advocate. Reform.
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Kids Voting
The Kids Voting Team made appearances at the open houses or welcome back evenings at the
Middle School, Aquila Elementary, Peter Hobart Elementary, PSI Elementary and Susan
Lindgren Elementary.
Flyers were handed out. The program was explained. ‘I Will Vote’ stickers were plastered on
everyone. The families became excited, interested, and aware of Kids Voting.
Before Election Day the kids will learn about voting, elections and government in their
classrooms. Classrooms will have the opportunity to show the students videos of opening
statements from candidates who were in the October 13th forum. They will then, on election
day, vote using a ballot that resembles the adult ballots except for the addition of the
candidates’ pictures. Results will be provided the next day.
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Volunteers Needed
Thank you for your interest in volunteering for Kids Voting
St. Louis Park!
Here are the links to sign up.
Looking forward to seeing you November 8!

Link to Susan Lindgren Signup Genius
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4ba5ad29a3fa7-kids5
Link to PSI Signup Genius
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4ba5ad29a3fa7-kids6
Link to Peter Hobart Signup Genius
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4ba5ad29a3fa7-kids4
Link to Kids Voting Middle School
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4ba5ad29a3fa7-kids3
Link to Kids Voting Aquila
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4ba5ad29a3fa7-kids2
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Secretary Simon Launches Largest Collection of Foreign
Language Voter Resources in State History
July 27, 2016
Voter information now available in Amharic, Chinese, Hmong, Khmer,
Lao, Oromo, Russian, Somali, Spanish & Vietnamese
(Secretary of State MN web page)

Out in the Community
Collaborating with Other Agencies
SEEDS put on a day of Fall Harvest. Many League
members participated in the entire event which
included touring community gardens. A healthy
lunch was part of the day. During that time LWV
St. Louis Park had a table which featured both
our trivia game about St. Louis Park and our
large roll of ‘I Will Vote’ stickers. Pretty soon,
when one looked out into the crowd, there were
red stickers on most of those present.
(SEEDS is a nonprofit that has a mission of “sustainability growing health in SLP by empowering
the community through education, engagement, and action.”)
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Dialogues in the Park
LWV SLP has collaborated with the St. Louis Park Library
on a series of discussions. The title of the series is
Dialogues in the Park. It is a national program that
provides a short pamphlet on the issue to be discussed.
There have been 3-4 so far with plans to continue as
there has been interest. Several LWV SLP members have
participated in one or more of them.
The discussion is formatted with the participants dividing
into 3 groups. Each group takes a different possible
solution to the issue and then comes up with some pros
and cons. So far the issues examined have been mental
health, the political system, and the achievement gaps in
schools.
September Unit Meeting
On September 15th the topic was a look at many of the popular election process claims. The
group then discussed the legitimate concerns and unfounded allegations that can impact our
confidence on the democratic process. The discussion was facilitated in a similar fashion as the
Dialogues in the Park have been. The evening proved to be very interesting and the model of
discussion worked very well.

Voter Registration

On September 24th, some of the LWV SLP members were outside of Sam’s Club registering
voters. It is not only what the League does as part of its mission, but it was in honor of Voter
Registration Day. Amazingly, some of the social media were honoring the day by such as the
Google Doodle.
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Equity and Inclusion
Just Mercy , A Story of Justice and Redemption
by Bryan Stevenson. C. 2015 Spiegel & Grau New York
The book has received many notable awards and praises. For
example, “Searing, Moving….Bryan Stevenson may indeed be
America’s Mandela.” Nicholas Kristin, The New York Times.
The book begins with Stevenson, a Harvard Law School student,
doing an internship in Jackson, Alabama where he feels really out of his element. Working with
poverty and race issues is what prompted him to go on this internship, but when he gets to
Alabama he is really scared. In the introduction he points out that before law school he never
even met a lawyer. One of his first assignments was to go to the federal prison to meet with a
prisoner on death row. This prisoner has been on death row for months without a lawyer even
being appointed for him. Stevenson follows this gentleman throughout the book. The book is
filled with stories that are so extreme that they are almost unbelievable, even for someone
who knows there is gross injustice for black people in the prison system.
On Page 4 of the introduction Stevenson sums up what the book is about.
This book is about getting closer to mass incarnation and extreme punishment in America. It is
about how easily we condemn people in this country and the injustice that we create when we
allow fear, anger, and distance to shape the way that we treat the most vulnerable among us.
It’s also about a dramatic period in our recent history, a period that indelibly marked the lives
of millions of Americans – of all races, ages, and sexes – and the American psyche as a whole.
This is not required reading, but it comes pretty close to it.

October Unit Meeting
October 13 is the Forum at the St. Louis Park City Hall. Please come and listen to the
candidates. Bring your friends. This forum is open to the public. It is also broadcast on
Community TV for St. Louis Park. The podcast is available until the election on the St. Louis
Park website.

November Unit Meeting
Thursday, November 17, 2016
Topic- How does St. Louis Park Address Equity and Inclusion? 7:00PM, St. Louis Park City Hall
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Observer Reports
City Council Meeting, September 6th 2016
Steve Halfin led the meeting as Mayor Pro-Tem.
The first order of business was a presentation and affirmation of “Strut Your Mutt”. It is a
celebration of rescue pets, raising money to benefit them. The event is being held at Wolfe
Park on Sept. 11th. More information may be found at www.strutyourmutt.org .
The next order of business was the retirement recognition and resolution for Police Officer
Terry Reuvers. He has worked in the SLP Police Department for 30 years. The room was
packed with members of the police force and he received a long, standing ovation, as well as a
plaque commemorating his excellent work.
There was a public hearing on the first reading of an ordinance imposing a franchise fee on
Northern States Power Co. (dba Xcel Energy). It passed and the 2nd reading will be Sept. 19th.
The second motion about CenterPoint Energy was to have a public hearing. No one
participated in the public hearing so the Council voted and passed the resolution to have a
second reading on Sept. 19th.
A motion was made to approve the first reading of an ordinance amending the Chapter 36,
Article IV, Division 10 of the SLP code of ordinances relating to floodplain districts and
amending the official zoning map. The motion passed.
A motion was passed to approve a first reading of an ordinance amending the zoning map to
rezone the subject property from RC High-Density Multiple-Family to O Office, and set a
second reading for Sept. 19th. The current plan for the space will create increased footage of
the office building as well as the signage.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.
Submitted by
Debbie Blake
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City Council Meeting, September 19, 2016
Three residents were recognized with Evergreen Awards for their outstanding lawn
landscaping. This award has been made annually for the last 36 years. This year’s recipients
live at 4410 W. 44th St, 2601 Yukon and 3133 Louisiana Ave.
Council unanimously approved liquor licenses for Punch Bowl (West End) and Board and Brush
(W. 36th St).
Council unanimously approved a maximum levy increase for next year of 6.5%. Members
pointed out that in past years the final budget required less than the maximum authorized
amount.
Council unanimously approved the preliminary budget and set the public hearing on the
budget for December 5. Vote on the final budget is set for December 19. Budget revenues
come 70% from property taxes and about 10% from fines, licensing and permits. The primary
budget expenses (84%) are for general services (fire, police, parks, etc.); 7% is debt service and
6% for capitol replacement.
Three community members spoke to the Council about the unfairness of present city policy
which requires 55% of property owners to shovel snow from public sidewalks by their homes
and businesses whereas the remaining 45% have shoveling services provided for them by the
city at taxpayer expense. The City has short timelines for homeowners to clear the snow – the
same day is 6 hours or more of daylight remaining or if not, by noon the following day. The
city has an onerous fine schedule, according to one resident, of over $50,000 for “10 events.”
The city manager agreed to provide the Council with information on how much has actually
been collected in the last 3 years for failure to clear snow. The Council has considered
extending snow clearing citywide in the past. The cost for this ranges between $100,000 and
1 million dollars depending on the specific proposal. Council members agreed that the existing
policy is inequitable and that they will consider the issue again.
Council unanimously approved permit parking restrictions in 1300 block of Kentucky Ave.
Submitted by,
Betty Shaw
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School Board September 25, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm.
The School Board had been given a tour at 5:30 of the improvements to the facilities that had
been done over the summer.
The School Board met in closed session from 5:30 until 6:00 for the Superintendent’s
evaluation. The public meeting was then called to order.
Superintendent’s Report It was a smooth start to the new school year.
 The enrollment is about the same as last year. In past years it had grown 50 – 70
students a year. The high school actually grew by about 50 students, but the
elementary schools lost students, mainly because of the closing of 170 units of low
income housing- Meadowbrook.
 The school year started a week earlier than most years. This means that school will
be out by June 2, 2017. The cool weather helped in that change. There will be more
time for big projects next summer.
Discussion Items
 The superintendent received a very good evaluation. He signed a 3 year contract. It
was noted that he was a good visionary. He exhibited good leadership by making
some progress in closing the achievement gap.
 2016 MMR achievement and assessment update-The figures use the state as a
benchmark. All of the breakout demographics received higher numbers for math and
reading except for the black students. There is a 35% difference between white and
black students. The MCA test results are somewhat skewed because many students
opted out of taking the exam. These were mostly white students and opted out for
many reasons. These include the fact that the test scores will not affect college
entrance as the results of that exam are not reported to the colleges, the students
are already very busy taking AP and IB tests, and many parents think that the
students are over tested. The assessment, however, helps evaluate teachers and
schools. Graduation rates have gone up and are now 90%.
 Bond refunding resolution- This would be a good time to refund the bonds to take
advantage of low rates- 2%. It can be used as a direct reduction of the tax levy.
 School Board retreat theme will be facilities. It will take place on 9-24-16 from
8–11 am in room C350 at the High School.
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 The School Board members decided to keep their same school assignments as last
year.
 Adult community education will now move completely out of the high school.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:54.
School Board, September 25, 2016
The meeting began with Spotlights:
 The first Spotlight was of the donation of school supplies from 3 different organizationsCargill Cares, Home Owners Financing Group (Aquila only), and STEP. There were
representatives for each present and recognized. There were many community
partners. St. Georges Church stored the backpacks full of school supplies (age
appropriate).
 One of the Board members, Ken Morrison, works at Medtronic. Medtronic sponsored a
group of 18 students – all girls - 9th grade STEM students to spend a day looking at all
aspects of the business. This included manufacturing sites and 3D printing. It was a great
success for Medtronic and the students. It is hoped that this will be repeated next year.
The meeting was then called to order at 7:25.
Open Forum
There was no one from the community that presented.
Superintendent’s Report
 Superintendent Metz is the chair of the Executive Board of St. Louis Park’s Children’s 1 st.
Children’s 1st is a community initiative that raises money and puts on events to benefit
the community’s children. They just had a retreat that was very successful.
There were 3 discussion items.
 The Athletic Director made his annual fall report. There were 334 participants in school
sports during the last school year. He gave the numbers for each sport, comparing last
years to this years and girls to boys. Most of the numbers went up and some
significantly. What stood out was that there was one 9th grade girl playing football. This
was the first one in 9 years ago. There is still opportunity for growth in the
demographics. Transportation is an issue, particularly for the high school as there are a
variety of venues and times for practice. There was very positive feedback on the
upgrades of the stadium.
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 Kids Voting- Eilseen made an excellent presentation. There was much support and
positive feedback. She made a plea for volunteers and pointed out that the url for Signup Genius is on each school’s website.
 Policy 413 on Harassment and Violence had its first reading. There are two versions- the
one that St. Louis Park already has which would need to be updated with new
requirements and a MN MSPA policy. The Board decided to go with the MN MSPA
version, but in keeping with all other policies separate the policy from the procedure. It
was also noted that gender was not defined.
On the action agenda, the Preliminary Levy was approved.
Submitted by
Shelley Colvin
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OFFICERS:
President: Deb Brinkman
Vice President: Debbie Blake
Secretary: Open
Treasurer: Judy Cook
Board of Directors:
Betty Shaw: Observer Reports
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Social Media: Heidi Stulberg
Voter Service: Eilseen Knisley
Public Relations: Judy Cook
Membership: Barb Person
West Metro Liaison: Barb Person
CMAL Liaison: Shelley Colvin
Voter Editor: Shelley Colvin

YES! I WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ST. LOUIS PARK
Name (Family Member #1): ______________________________________________
Name (Family Member #2): ______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________ State: _____

Zip ________________

Phone:____________________ Email:__________________________
Make checks payable to LWV SLP
and send check & this form to:

Membership Dues
(a portion of dues are now tax deductibe)
 Single active Attending Member

$55.00

Supporting/Member-at-Large
Family Membership
(2 or more in single household)

$60.00
$70.00




Barb Person, Membership Chair
2049 Utah Avenue South
St. Louis Park, MN 55426
952/546-3490
barbperson2049@gmail.com

Address Correction Requested

Deb Brinkman, President
lwvslp@gmail.com
Shelley Colvin, Editor
lwvslp@gmail.com
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