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May 3, 2014 LWVMN Council Arboretum
May 13, 2014 County Commissioner
Election
May 15, 2014 – 7:00 pm
* Unit 2 and 3 Meeting
Topic: Book Discussion “The Orchard” by
Theresa Weir
Location: City Hall Community Room
May 17, 2014 CMAL Annual Meeting
LWV Offices – Taxes and
Transportation
May 18, 2014
Ice Cream Social –
Children First Wolfe Park
May 30, 2014 Scholarship Program
SLP High School
Summer Upcoming Events

Hennepin County Commissioner
District 3

June 5, 2014 Board Meeting
Location: Deb’s home

General Election – May 13

July 10, 2014 Board Meeting
Location: Judy’s home

Candidates:

August 9 Picnic and Concert in the
Park

Marion Greene www.mariongreene.org
Anne Mavity www.AnneMavity.org

August 6, 2012 Planning Meeting
Deb’s home

Watch the TwinWest candidate forum of
May 1 on Park TV at www.parktv.org :
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President’s Message
May 2014
Happy New Year!
McCoys Fireplace room was a great venue for the Annual Meeting and our speaker, John
Basill was very enthusiastic. I’m looking forward to a great 2014 / 2015 Program Year.
I’m a little older and a little wiser, so I am looking forward to keeping our League active.

How did you celebrate Earth Day? I remember planting baby pine trees around our elementary school
on the very first Earth Day. If you didn’t get a chance to plant a tree you may want to consider
supporting the LWVUS and encourage the EPA to finalize groundbreaking regulation to ensure a
cleaner, healthier future for everyone.
The LWV Minnesota Council is right around the corner. Barb, Aggie, Judy and I are
planning to attend. These sessions are so inspirational, and we will be surrounded by
flowers – what could be better.
The Unit meetings in May are a book discussion of The Orchard, by Theresa Weir. Even if
you are not able to join our Unit meeting, the book is a good read. It will give you insight
to the hazards farmers face each and every day.
Enjoy the many May holidays.

Deb Brinkman, President
LWV SLP
Highlights from the April 2014 LWV SLP Board Meeting:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Special guest Susan Tucker, LWV Minnesota talked to us about the importance of the Capital
Campaign and explained how she wants the local and state leagues to work together.
Barb provided and update on the steps to becoming a 501C3. All forms will be turned in after the
annual meeting.
Aggie, Barb, Debbie and Deb met at McCoys to do the consensus questions on the Agriculture Study.
We discussed final plans for the annual meeting.
Debbie, Judy and Dorothy have scheduled a date and time to review the scholarships.
We signed up to participate in the Children’s First Ice Cream Social – we need a couple of people to
lead this activity.
We signed up to participate in the next National Voter Service Day.
Dorothy is leading our Kids Vote project. We are researching details and confirming the school and
city will support this initiative.

•
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Worth Noting
Hennepin County Commissioner

St. Louis Park Empty Bowls Report

Special Election

Thursday April 10th

Primary Results
>> MARION GREENE

2,247 35.87

>> ANNE MAVITY

1,768 28.22

BEN SCHWEIGERT

1,564 24.96

KEN KELASH

439 7.01

BOB "AGAIN" CARNEY
JR.

157 2.51

BOB REUER

Total

Thanks to Leaguers Judy Cook, Debbie
Blake, Eilseen Knisely, Dorothy Karlson,
Shirley Bierma, and Bonnie Skelton for
lending a hand at Empty Bowls. The event
held for the first time at Westwood Lutheran
Church was packed with people eating soup
and listening to local musicians. Funds were
raised for STEP using a new approach, a
yellow brick wall where people could sign
up for special projects. All guests were
invited to take home a homemade clay bowl.

90 1.44
6,265

Join the Children First Asset
Champions Network

Children First Asset #16
High Expectations

Join the network! It’s easy, you start by

Did you know 50% of St. Louis Park
young people report that their
parents and teachers encourage
them to do well?

participating in a 2.5 hour training. Then there
are opportunities for you to connect with other
Asset Champions.

The performance and actions of
students can be greatly improved
with expectations, not out of reach
or too low, from parents and
teachers. Provide positive
encouragement and encourage
persistence.

The Asset Champions Network has 200 trained
Asset Champions promoting the asset
philosophy where they live, work, volunteer and
go to school.
Tues., May 6, 6:30 - 9 p.m. - City Hall,
Community Room, 1st floor
Wed., May 21, 2-4:30 p.m. - City Hall Community
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May Unit Meeting
May 15, 2014 7:00 City Hall
The Orchard,” a memoir by Theresa Weir will be discussed at our May unit meeting on May 15 at City Hall at
7:00 pm. Weir, who has written many novels under the pen name Anne Frasier, tells about her life on an apple
farm in Iowa. Her true story is spell binding in itself, but also has the purpose of spreading the word about the
use of pesticides and herbicides in providing perfect fruits and vegetables for our tables. She lives in St. Paul
and will be present at the League meetings via SKYPE if her health permits. The book is a “quick read” but
it's time to get a copy of the book which is available at the Hennepin County Library. It can also be purchased
at Amazon or “Better World Books” via the internet. Some leaguers already have copies that they are willing
to share. Mark the date on your calendars and join in the conversation.
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LWV SLP Holds 60th Annual Meeting April 12, 2014
Deb Brinkman, President presided with those present giving examples of something or
someone that inspires them. The Millie Johnson award was presented to Aggie Leitheiser
for her contribution to LWV/SLP in 2013.
Deb Brinkman presented the 60th Anniversary Booklet she prepared with highlights from
each of our action-packed 60 years. This was followed by a 60th year Trivia Contest and
presentation of beaded bookmarks made by Deb Brinkman and her sister Wendy
Stageberg.
Barb Person told us about the Capital Campaign activities of LWV/MN and the move to a
501c3 organization.
Deb Brinkman notified us that Unit chairpersons are needed.
Reports of the officers and portfolio directors are contained in the Annual Report. Barb
Person, Treasurer, presented the proposal for an increase in dues for the 2015-16 year
because the current dues do not cover the dues LWV/SLP are required to pay to the State
and National Leagues. The new dues for active members were approved at $55 and for
supporting members at $60. A portion of these dues will be tax deductible.
The Nominating Committee submitted a proposed slate of officers that were approved.
Barbara Aslakson presented the Bylaws that were changed to conform with the move from
a 501c4 to a 501c3 organization. The new bylaws were approved.
Dorothy Karlson presented Kids Vote as a new activity for LWV/SLP. A committee
consisting of Dorothy Karlson, Chair, Deb Brinkman, Debbie Blake and Aggie Leitheiser will
investigate Kids Vote to determine if this is an activity LWV/SLP wishes to take on.
The Annual meeting speaker was John Basill, President and CEO of Discover St. Louis Park.
The program is funded by a lodging tax of 3%. They have seen a great increase in results
from marketing that is done locally, regionally, and in some other states and parts of
Canada. Last year 54 groups stayed in the Park – lodging, restaurants, shopping and
activities, primarily as a result of outreach. There are 3 staff that run the program. He
highlighted the challenge of limited capacity of hotel rooms. They are working with other
cities on joint issues such as being part of the information for the Super Bowl bid. This
cooperative work involves coordinating on finding lodging and meeting space, looking at
rates, etc. You can sign up for friends list to receive information –
www.discoverStLouisPark.com The motto for this program is “Comfortably Close!” to
reflect the nearness of St. Louis Park to downtown as well as a bit of distance.
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Images from the 60th Annual Meeting

Deb Brinkman, President leading the meeting

Aggie Leitheiser, presented the Millie Johnson
award by President Brinkman

John Basill, CEO and President,
Discover St. Louis Park

60th Meeting Attendees
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Plan to Attend

LWV Minnesota Annual Council
Minnesota Arboretum 3675 Arboretum Drive, Chaska MN 55318
May 3, 2014
8:30 to 3:30

For more information, contact
Barb Person at 2persons@comcast.net

May 1 is Law Day: Why Every Voter Matters
LWVUS is once again supporting the American Bar Association’s Law Day activities. This year’s
theme, American Democracy and the Rule of Law: Why Every Vote Matters, aligns nicely with
the work Leagues are undertaking across the country to protect voters’ rights. We encourage
you to reach out to the local bar association in your community to see if they are planning an
event for May 1st and if there is an opportunity to collaborate. The American Bar Association
has sent this 2014 planning guide to local bar associations all across the country, which
includes some great programming ideas, and highlights the League as a potential partner. Be
sure to tout the work you are doing in the media and with partner groups.
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Council of Metropolitan Area Leagues (CMAL)
Annual Meeting May 17, 2014 Meeting
The CMAL annual meeting will take place on Saturday, May 17th, at the LWV Minnesota
office at 550 Rice St. in St. Paul. Street parking is available on Charles St. and there are
some visitor parking spaces available in a nearby parking lot. The meeting will begin at 9:30
with check in and coffee, with a speaker Lee Munnich (see bio below) starting at 10:00 to
talk to us about taxes and transportation.
Lunch will be served following the speaker, with a business meeting after that. We would like
to see as many delegates as possible at the business meeting. We will be voting on new
officers and any changes to by-laws, etc., as well as discussing topics for next year. Nondelegate members are welcome to join us as well.

Lee Munnich: Director, State and Local Policy Program,
Humphrey School of Public Affairs
Lee Munnich brings more than 20 years of state and local government experience to the
study of public policy issues at the University of Minnesota. His research encompasses
transportation’s role in the community, congestion pricing, rural transportation safety, and
economic development. Munnich is director of the national Center for Excellence in Rural
Safety established under SAFETEA-LU and has led research, outreach and education projects
on congestion pricing and mileage-based user fees. Munnich co-chairs the Transportation
Research Board's Congestion Pricing Committee.
Munnich received a bachelor's degree in economics from Georgetown University in 1967 and
has done post-graduate work in economics and computer science at the University of
Minnesota. He served as deputy commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Trade and
Economic Development (DTED), and chaired the research division of the National Association
of State Development Agencies (NASDA) from 1986 to 1990. Munnich’s experience also
includes serving as research director for the Minnesota Business Partnership, economic
consultant for the Minnesota House of Representatives, and manager of Midwest Research
Institute's Center of Economic Studies. Munnich was also elected twice to the Minneapolis
City Council in the 1970s.

If you are interested in attending, contact Aggie Leitheiser at
aggieleit@comcast.net or 952-938-6255
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Online Voter Registration Becomes Law
Online Voter Registration is here to stay in Minnesota! And voters will now be able to apply for
an absentee ballot online. This law, a priority for LWV Minnesota, was signed by the governor
yesterday.
LWV Minnesota has advocated for modernization of our voting system through online
registration. Last fall, the MN Secretary of State’s Office implemented online voter registration in
our state. This administrative action was immediately challenged in court, and on Monday, April
28, a Ramsey County judge ruled that the Secretary of State acted without legal authority.
Yesterday, in a tense afternoon session, the Minnesota Senate debated a bill to put online
registration into law. The bill had already passed the Minnesota House on a 129-2 vote, but we
knew it faced greater opposition in the Senate. LWV Minnesota sent out an urgent action
alert, and members responded by contacting their senators to express support.
After a 3-hour debate, the measure passed on a vote of 41-24. With strong bi-partisan support
in the House and three Republican votes in favor in the Senate, the governor signed the bill last
night.
The ability to register to vote online and apply for an absentee ballot online will benefit many
voters, including members of the military serving overseas, the disabled, voters who move
frequently, and maybe you, too!
Thank you for being part of LWV Minnesota and ensuring that every citizen is able to
register and cast a ballot!
Action Alert Network: If you would like to be part of LWV Minnesota’s action network, please
email Sherri Knuth sknuth@lwvmn.org to be placed on our list-serve. We periodically send out
alerts asking members to contact their legislators or the governor on key measures that are
pending.
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Observer Reports
City Council April 7, 2014 Aggie Leitheiser, Observer
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor pro tem, Sue Sanger. Pledge of
Allegiance was said and roll call was taken. Jeff Jacobs and Steve Hallfin were absent.
Recognition was given to Commissioners Dennis Morris and Rick Dworsky. All City volunteers
were appreciated through an official proclamation and a donation from Donna Hill for the
Westwood Nature Center was acknowledged. Minutes of workshops, study sessions and City
council meetings were approved.
The consent calendar was approved. Tim Brausen was appointed as the City Council
representative to the Community Education Advisory Commission.
The majority of the meeting was hearing the proposals for Connect the Park! Projects. The
goal of the program is in 10 years add 10 miles of sidewalks; 30 miles of bike lanes and 3
miles of trails. Each proposal had 2 public meetings and onsite meetings with owners. The
council has held 2 study sessions on the proposals. Tonight is the proposal for various projects
with a total cost of $1 million. All of the projects would be city maintained with the city
responsible for snow removal. Construction will be approximately June to fall.
1. Louisiana Avenue from Lake to Oxford on the west side – 1 speaker in support
2. Oxford – Louisiana to Municipal service Center – 1 speaker in support
3. Joppa near intersection with Sunset to the south apartments and north to Torah Academy.
– 5 speakers in support with one recommending an extra curb cut
4. 41st street from Utica to Wooddale south side 4 speakers in support and two with concerns
about preferring a 5-foot sidewalk and that the street would be very narrow.
5. Morningside Road – Utica to Browndale on the south side – 2 speakers in support
6. 39th street Natchez to Inglewood north side and Inglewood to France south side over 10
speakers supported and reference to a petition of 195 additional signatures. More than five
people spoke in opposition with reference to a petition with 120 signatures against. Concerns
about safety, trees, right of way, impact on yards, size of sidewalk, whether a boulevard
should be included.
The council discussed the option of making a decision tonight vs. the next meeting, as there
are two members absent. After considerable discussion, the council determined staff should
use flexibility on the width of the sidewalks where needed, council approved the Connect the
Park! Projects proposal.
The city proposes to do street rehabilitation in pavement management area 2 in the
Browndale, Minikahda Vista, and Triangle neighborhoods based on pavement condition. June
to fall construction. Includes water main replacement. Motion approved.
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Southside task force members were appointed for the South Side of Excelsior Boulevard Design
Guidelines Process. More members applied than could be appointed and the council expressed
appreciation for the community involvement. Meeting adjourned about 11:00 pm.

City Council April 21, 2014 Judith Cook, Observer
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor, Jeff Jacobs. Pledge of Allegiance was
said and roll call was taken. All council members were present.
The Rotary Club of St. Louis Park presented the City with a donation of $1,000 to be used for
the Summer Concert Series. The organization, Kids Around the World thanked the City for the
donation of its used and no longer needed park equipment which is given to 3rd World
countries.
Council member Spano pointed out that the Resolution accepting the contents and
recommendations of the Southwest Corridor Investment Framework pertaining to St. Louis
Park stated that the Light Rail was slated to open in 2018, but that has changed to 2019.
The owner of the Segway store spoke against the resolution to install restricted parking –
loading zone on Webster Avenue just north of 36th Street. He felt there wasn’t enough loading
occurring at Four Firkins to warrant a loading zone; there were other places to put a loading
zone, i.e. a back lot, the old Hoigaards parking lot and on Xenwood. Additionally, there is a
fire hydrant in the proposed spot. It would limit parking for his Segway business. The Council
felt further review was in order. City Manager, Tom Harmening, reminded the Council they
had already approved the loading zone. However, he would delay implementation so City staff
could do a further review.
The remainder of the consent calendar was accepted.
They reminded everyone there is an ice cream social in the near future.
The Meeting was adjourned.

************************************************************************
Minnesota Statute 471.701 requires that "a city or county with a population of more
than 15,000 must annually notify its residents of the positions and base salaries of
its three highest-paid employees." For the City of St. Louis Park, titles and salaries
as of January 1, 2014 are: City Manager - $162,245, Police Chief - $136,484 and
Operations and Recreation Director - $136,484. Date of publication: February 1,
2014.
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LWV SLP OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR 2014-15
OFFICERS:
President: Deb Brinkman
Vice President: Barb Person
Secretary: Barbara Aslakson
Treasurer: Judy Cook
Observer: Dorothy Karlson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Voter Service: Eilseen Knisley
Public Relations: Judy Cook
Membership: Barb Person
CMAL: Debbie Blake
Voter Editor: Aggie Leitheiser

YES! I WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF ST. LOUIS PARK
Name (Family Member #1):
Name (Family Member #2):
Address:
City: ___________________________
Phone:

State:

Zip

Email:

Membership Dues
(a portion of dues are now tax deductible):

Make checks payable to LWV SLP
and send check & this form to:

 Single Active Attending Member
 Supporting/Member-at-Large
 Family Membership
(2 or more in single household)

Barb Person, Membership Chair
2049 Utah Avenue South
St. Louis Park, MN 55426
952/546-3490
2persons@comcast.net

$50.00
$55.00
$70.00

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
Deb Brinkman, President
(612) 803-6142
deb.brinkman@gmail.com

Aggie Leitheiser, Editor
(952) 938-6255
7614 Edgebrook Drive
St. Louis Park, MN 55426
aggieleit@comcast.net
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